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The Grand Duchess Christine was now fifty-six, ^bile her
daughter-in-law, the Grand Duchess Maria Maddalena, was
thirty. Both were excellent women; but they weie without
any talent for governing, they weie still less endowed \\ith
the smallest financial ability, and they were excessively fond
of pomp and splendour. Never before had siuh goigeous
magnificence been displayed by the couit as now ensued undei
their rule. They were accompanied on all occasions by a
numerous retinue arrayed in the lichcst costumes,- were
surrounded by every accessoiy which could add to theii
grandeur, and seem to have considered it incumbent on them
to make as splendid a display as possible in order to main-
tain in proper style the importance of the }roung Giand Duke
for whom they were Regents Everything was don* vuth tlv
utmost extravagance, money being spent in the mo<t lavish
way on every matter which they took in hand Added to this
the Grand Duchess Christine, who took the lead, was intensely
bigoted, and ready to fall an easy prey to the numerous
ecclesiastics who gathered round her, and who in a very
short time had established a strong control over all Tuscan
affairs; while every order emanating from Rome, no matter
how harmful to the country or disastrous to the fortunes of
the family, was received by her with the most abject submis-
sion.

The results were those to be expected from such conditions.
The provisions of Cosimo's will were ignoied; the immense
treasure which he had left, and ordered not to be drawn
upon except in case of public emergency, was all squandered
during the eight years' regency of the two Grand Duchesses;
want of administrative talent and subordination to priestly
influence produced corruption and misgovernment in every
department of public affairs, and under this state of things
,the country sank more and more into a condition of poverty
and misrule; while the only persons who profited were the
-crowds of ecclesiastics, and the so-called "converts/' each of
whom on the recommendation of a priest received a pension